Noun 

There is no gender. Nouns have class, number, and case. There are six 
grammatical classes of noun: the noun itself is not marked for class, which is, 
however, reflected in verbal concord and in certain modifiers, such as 
adjectives and numerals. 



CLASS 








Markers are: 








Class 


Singular 


Plural 


Class members 


1 


vu 


du 


masculine humans 


2 


yu 


du 


feminine humans 


3 


du 


du 




4 


yu 


yu 


heterogeneous 


5 


bu 


bu 




6 


bu 


du 





PLURAL 

Markers are -s and -y: e.g. kor 'window', pi. kor.aJ; belxalo 'worker', pi. 
belxaloy; nana 'mother', pi. nanoy. The base may be extended, often with 
umlaut: e.g. ca 'bear', pi. cerciy; lam 'mountain', pi. larnnas. 

CASE SYSTEM 

Four declensions are distinguished, one criterion being the ending of the 
instrumental case. Specimen declension for bedar 'clothes', pi. bedars: 





Singular 


Plural 


genitive 


bedaran 


bedariyn 


ergative 


bedaro 


bedarsa 


dative 


bedarna 


bedarsna 


instrumental 


bedarca 


bedarsea 


inessive 


bedarax 


bedarsex 


contrastive 


bedaral 


bedarel 


locative 


bedare 


bedarska 



Internal flection also occurs: e.g. ca 'house', gen. ciynan, pi. cenos. There are 
several derivative locative cases, plus postpositional complexes in which the 
postpositions take specific case endings. 
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Adjective 

As attribute, adjective precedes noun: e.g. dika stag 'good man' (stag 'man'). 
A few primary adjectives are marked for class. In attributive function, 
adjectives have two forms: nominative and a general form in -c + V, which 
covers all other cases: e.g. kayn bepig 'white bread'; kaycu bdpkan 'from 
white bread'. 

COMPARISON 

A comparative is made in -x: e.g. dika 'good', dikax 'better'. 
Pronoun 

INDEPENDENT PERSONAL PRONOUN 





Singular 




Plural 


1 


so 


inch 


way 






excl 


txo 


2 


ho 




su 


3 


i/iza 5 hara 
(demonstrative forms) 




us/tizas 



These are declined in all cases; specimen row, first person singular: so, son, 
as, suna, soca, sox, sol, soga. 

DEMONSTRATIVE PRONOUN 

As third person singular pronoun above. 

INTERROGATIVE PRONOUN 

mila, pi. mills 'who?'; hun 'what?' These are declined in all cases on 
suppletive bases. 

Verb 

The Chechen verb is marked for grammatical class, aspect, mood, tense, 
number (encoded in the class markers). 
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ASPECT 

Chechen verbs are aspectually neutral, punctual, or frequentative. The 
distinction between the latter two aspects often reduces to the simple 
opposition between perfective and imperfective action, notated in Chechen 
by internal flection: cf. stem qoss- 'throw' punctual/perfective; qiys- 'throw' 
frequentative/imperfective. As in this example, perfective verbs usually have 
a middle-register stem vowel, which is regarded as a high-register diphthong 
in the imperfective: cf. perfective stem haz- 'look', imperfective stem hiez-; 
perfective stem tatt- 'shove, push', imperfective stem tiett-. 

MOOD 

The indicative mood is not specifically marked. A polite imperative makes a 
distinction in number between 2nd p. sing, in -h and 2nd p. pi. in -s: cf. ala.hl 
aliy.s 'please say'. The optative affix is -i, the subjunctive -hara: ala.har.a 
'should he say. . . ', 'that he may say'. 
Specimen tenses of verb ala 'to say': 

present: olu; 
future: olur(du)\ 

past: eli (with reference to recent past); alia (perfective); olura imper- 
fective); elira (inferential). 

TENSE 

Tense distinction is found only in the indicative mood, which has a present 
characterized by a vocalic final, e.g. olu 'says', a future tense, formed by 
adding -r to the present base: olu.r 'will say', and several past tenses, definite 
and inferential: e.g. an immediate past in -i: deli 'gave'; a recent past 
perfective in -na (with assimilation): vaxa.na 'went'; past imperfective 
definite formed by adding -ra to the present base: olu.ra 'was saying'. 

CONJUGATION 

There are five models, depending on the vocalic pattern of the stem. Thus, 
stems with a short or long a form the first conjugation; stems with a 
diphthong the second, and so on. 

Intransitive verbs show concord with subject; transitive verbs show concord 
with object. The class markers are prefixed to primary, i.e. non-derivatory, 
verbal forms; infixed in composite forms. Examples: 
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Intransitive: 




Class 


Singular 


Plural 


1 


vaxana 'he went' 


baxana 'they (masc.) went' 


2 


yaxana 'she went' 


baxana 'they (fern.) went' 


1 


vuxvirzina 'he returned' 


buxbirzina 'they (mase.) returned' 


2 


yuxyirzina 'she returned' 


buxbirzina 'they (fern.) returned' 


so v.ux.veata. 'I (male) returned from there' 


Transitive: 







3 co govr yiigu 'he leads the horse' 
co govras yiigu 'he leads the horses' 

4 co tulg baha 'he brings/carries the stone' 
co tulgas daha 'he brings/carries the stones' 

In these examples (from JaNSSR, Vol. IV: 200) co is the ergative case of the 
third person singular iliza 'he'. 
The negating particle is ca: e.g. ca vaxana 'he didn't go'. 

The other moods are: imperative, hortative, optative, and subjunctive. 

PARTICIPIAL FORMS 

Present in -n, e.g. vogun 'going'; past: recent past form minus final vowel, e.g. 
vaxan 'having gone'; future: present participle + dolu{n). These forms are 
used in relative clauses: e.g. vaxan stag 'the man who went'; latt axan stag 
'the man who ploughed the soil'. 

Like the attributive adjective, the attributive participle is marked for only 
two cases: the nominative and a general oblique case in -cu. A negative 
participial form is made by adding -za to the imperative base: ala 'say!', 
ala.za 'not saying', 'not having said'. 

Postpositions 

E.g. cu 'inside', am 'outside', te 'on', kel 'under', tax 9 a 'after'. 

Word order 

Rather free; in general, S initiates sentence, V is final. 
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